
 
 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Hundreds of Syracuse Infants and Children 
Receive Gift of Cleaner, Safer Drinking Water 

 

• To help address the issue of lead in Syracuse drinking water head-on, 
Zurn Elkay donated Elkay Avado 2-in-1 filtered kitchen faucets to 250 in-home child 
care centers 
 

• Each faucet includes a commercial-grade filter tested and certified to reduce lead, 
forever chemicals, microplastics and other contaminants in 2,250 gallons 

 
 
SYRACUSE, NY, May 6, 2026—At Child Care Solutions’ annual Child Care Professionals Appreciation Day 
event last week, Zurn Elkay Water Solutions Corporation (NYSE: ZWS) announced a donation of 250 
ElkayTM Avado® 2-in-1 Filtered Kitchen Faucets to in-home child care centers in the Syracuse area.  
 
“Lead is harmful to all humans, but even more so for developing children, leading to development and 
learning delays,” said Angela Hersil, VP - Marketing & Communications and Sustainability at Zurn Elkay. 
“In-home child care centers provide far more than just adult supervision: they play a vital role in the healthy 
physical, social and emotional development of the children in their care. We’re proud to partner with Child 
Care Solutions in helping in-home child care centers in the Syracuse area to provide cleaner, safer drinking 
water to these children at such an important stage in their growth.” 
 
“Just as we hold our schools to the highest standards of safety, we believe every child care environment 
deserves the same commitment to excellence,” said Anne Napper, Executive Director of Child Care 
Solutions, which has worked to provide child care providers in Onondaga and Cayuga Counties with the 
resources and tools they need to deliver high-quality care for more than 50 years. “This generous 
contribution allows us to turn that responsibility into a reality, providing our providers with the essential 
infrastructure to guarantee clean, safe water for the children who are the future of our community.” 
 
Combining the functionality of a standard faucet with advanced point-of-use filtration, the Avado faucet 
delivers fresh, cleaner water for drinking and cooking—no second tap required. Each Avado faucet includes 
a commercial-grade 2,250-gallon Elkay WaterSentry® filter that is tested and certified to NSF/ANSI 42, 53 
and 401 to reduce lead, PFOA and PFOS, microplastics and other harmful contaminants. 
 
In total, the 250 in-home child care providers receiving the Avado faucet serve thousands of children, 
ranging in ages from six weeks to 12 years old. Child Care Solutions began distributing the faucets to select 
member agencies in April, with another 50 handed out at the Appreciation Day event.  
 
“You don’t want lead in anything to do with kids, you don’t want them exposed to anything unhealthy 
because of how their little brains are developing,” said Wendy Schug, owner of Wendy’s Just Kiddin’ 
Daycare in East Syracuse, an early recipient of the faucet. “When we started getting notices from the water 
department, our parents started asking, ‘What are you doing about this?’ Now our parents are elated. We 
all want the best for them, and this is the best way to do it, right on the spot.” 
 
“My biggest rule is if we’re thirsty, we drink water, so our kids’ water bottles are out all the time, and when 
they empty, the kids love filling them,” said Kathy Landers, owner of Kathy’s Group Family Day Care in  
 

--MORE-- 

 



 

Brewerton. As a member of Child Care Solutions’ board of directors, Kathy received one of the first faucets 
and cancelled the heavy, expensive water jug delivery service she had relied on. “Parents are leaving their 
children, their precious gift, with us to make sure that we help them grow and be healthy. It’s very important 
for the growth and development of children to do everything we can to get rid of the lead, especially when 
we don’t know about the quality of water in our pipes.” 
 
The donation, valued at $164,000, is part of Zurn Elkay’s Fountains for Youth initiative, which addresses 
the issue of lead in drinking water head-on, by providing filtered bottle filling stations and filters to school 
districts in areas where lead levels are high and resources are low. In 2025, the company donated 30 Elkay 
ezH2O® bottle filling stations and replacement filters for two years to Syracuse City School District, a 
donation valued at $105,000. 
 
“Our business places us at the center of critical community issues related to water cleanliness, safety, 
conservation and infrastructure,” said Hersil. “Our products provide point-of-use filtration that immediately 
makes drinking water cleaner and safer, and by making donations like this, we can support communities in 
fulfilling one of their most fundamental and important goals: providing safer, cleaner drinking water.” 
 
To learn more about Zurn Elkay Water Solutions and its community impact, including the company’s most 
recent sustainability report, visit zurnelkay.com/sustainability. 
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Available Photos, courtesy Zurn Elkay Water Solutions. Contact Kevin Shermach for high-resolution versions. 
 

  
Kathy Landers recently installed the Elkay Avado 2-in-1 
filtered kitchen faucet in her kitchen, where she operates 
Kathy’s Group Family Day Care in Brewerton. 
 

Toby Oliver, 4, drinks filtered water from the Elkay Avado 2-
in-1 filtered kitchen faucet at Kathy’s Group Family Day Care 
in Brewerton. 
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Jenny Moore, 3, fills her water bottle from the Elkay 
Avado 2-in-1 filtered kitchen faucet at Kathy’s Group 
Family Day Care in Brewerton, while Ava Quenneville, 
3, waits her turn. 
 

Kathy Landers helps Toby Oliver, 4, fill his water bottle from 
the Elkay Avado 2-in-1 filtered kitchen faucet at Kathy’s 
Group Family Day Care in Brewerton. 
 

  
Virginia Webster, an in-home child care provider in 
Camillus, receives her Elkay Avado 2-in-1 filtered kitchen 
faucet from Jennifer Clearwater, community affairs 
manager at Zurn Elkay Water Solutions. 
 

Jennifer Clearwater, community affairs manager at Zurn 
Elkay Water Solutions, distributed 50 of 250 donated Elkay 
Avado 2-in-1 filtered kitchen faucets at Child Care Solutions’ 
annual Child Care Professionals Appreciation Day event.  
 

  
Brenda Woods, an in-home child care provider in 
Syracuse, receives her Elkay Avado 2-in-1 filtered 
kitchen faucet from Jennifer Clearwater, community 
affairs manager at Zurn Elkay Water Solutions. 
 

Jennifer Clearwater, community affairs manager at Zurn 
Elkay Water Solutions, addresses 150 Syracuse-area child 
care providers Child Care Solutions’ annual Child Care 
Professionals Appreciation Day event.  
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Wendy Schug, an in-home child care provider in East 
Syracuse, listens as Jennifer Clearwater, community 
affairs manager at Zurn Elkay Water Solutions, describes 
how the Elkay Avado 2-in-1 filtered kitchen faucet 
reduces lead, PFAS, microplastics and other 
contaminants from drinking water. 
 

Lisa Hudson, an in-home child care provider in Syracuse, 
listens as Jennifer Clearwater, community affairs manager at 
Zurn Elkay Water Solutions, describes how the Elkay Avado 
2-in-1 filtered kitchen faucet reduces lead, PFAS, 
microplastics and other contaminants from drinking water. 
 

 
 
About Zurn Elkay Water Solutions 
Named one of America’s Most Responsible Companies and one of America’s Greenest Companies by Newsweek and one of 
the World’s Best Companies for Sustainable Growth by TIME, Zurn Elkay Water Solutions is headquartered in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and is a growth-oriented, pure-play water management business that designs, procures, manufactures and 
markets what we believe to be the broadest sustainable product portfolio of specification-driven water management solutions 
to improve health, hydration, human safety and the environment. The Zurn Elkay product portfolio includes professional grade 
water safety and control products, flow systems products, hygienic and environmental products and filtered drinking water 
products for public and private spaces. Learn more at zurnelkay.com. 
 
Cautionary Statement on Forward-Looking Statements 
Information in this release may involve outlook, expectations, beliefs, plans, intentions, strategies or other statements 
regarding the future, which are forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainties. 
All forward-looking statements included in this release are based on information available to Zurn Elkay Water Solutions as of 
the date of this release, and Zurn Elkay Water Solutions assumes no obligation to update any such forward-looking statements. 
The statements in this release are not guarantees of future performance, and actual results could differ materially from current 
expectations. Numerous factors could cause or contribute to such differences. Please refer to “Risk Factors” and “Cautionary 
Notice Regarding Forward-Looking Statements” in our report on Form 10-K for the period ended December 31, 2025, as well 
as the Company’s subsequent annual, quarterly and current reports filed on Forms 10-K, 10-Q and 8-K from time to time with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission for a further discussion of the factors and risks associated with the business. 
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